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The Coalition Government is committed to building a fairer society, where opportunity 
is more equally distributed. In Britain today, too many people are held back because of 
poverty, family background and other factors. We will dismantle these barriers and take 
action to ensure that everyone has the best possible chance to fulfil their potential and 











































































































































































































Figure 2: Britain has a poor record of social mobility, as indicated by the extent to which sons’ 
































Britain USA France Germany Spain Sweden Canada Finland Denmark 
Source: OECD (2010), Economic Policy Reforms: Going For Growth, Chapter 5 
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Source: Eurostat, People living in jobless households, 2008 data; and OECD Education at a Glance 2008, 2007 data 









































Figure 4: Annual expenditure on working-age benefits is high compared with many other areas of 

government expenditure 
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Chapter 1: Income poverty, inequality and social 
immobility 
Income poverty and inequality continue to be significant problems in the UK today 
and remain a barrier to social progress. Across a wide range of indicators it is clear that 
while on some measures progress has been made, on others, including severe poverty, 



































































































































































Figure 1.1: Severe poverty (BHC) – there is evidence that the proportion of households with less than 
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Figure 1.3: The percentage of the population experiencing persistent poverty before housing costs is 










Source: Department of Work and Pensions, Low Income Dynamics, 1991–2007
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Figure 1.4: UK personal debt as a percentage of total disposable income has risen sharply, 
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Figure 1.5: The risk of poverty is greatest among single parents and single pensioners. Figures 


















Source: Department for Work and Pensions. Households Below Average Income, 1994/95–2008/09 
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Source: Fair Access to the Professions, 2009
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Figure 1.9: Great Britain has a poor record of social mobility, as indicated by the extent to which 
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Chapter 2: Worklessness: unemployment and 
inactivity 
In too many communities in the UK, worklessness is prevalent. A higher proportion 
of children live in households where no one works than in any other EU country22 
and, in total, more than one in four adults of working age are out of work. There is a 
particular problem with unemployment among young people, with around 940,000 
16–24-year-olds currently unemployed23 and over 300,000 more 16–17-year-olds not in 




























































































































































Figure 2.1: The UK has a high proportion of young people not in education, employment or training 







































































































Figure 2.2: The UK has the highest rate of children in workless households in the EU, with 




































































	 State	of	the	nation	report:	poverty,	worklessness	and	welfare	dependency	in	the	UK	 31	 




















Figure 2.3: Unemployment rates in the UK are particularly high among certain groups, including 
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Chapter 3: Welfare dependency
	
Welfare dependency is a significant problem in the UK today. Around 1.4 million 
people have been on an out-of-work benefit for nine or more of the last 10 years,52 
and at least 12 million working-age households receive financial support from the 






















































54	 http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra _219.asp 
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Figure 3.1: The numbers of working-age Disability Living Allowance claimants have increased by 
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Figure 3.2: Spend on working-age household benefits and tax credits increased by almost 40% from 






Source: Department for Work and Pensions and HM Revenue and Customs, costs in 2009/10 prices 
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Sources: DWP Tabulation Tool, DWP Statistical Analysis 2010, HMRC Child and tax credit statistics 2007 and 2009, and 
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Source: Department for Work and Pensions, internal estimates 
































Figure 3.5: Transfers from the State makes up 58% of the income of the poorest 20% of households, 
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Source: Office for National Statistics (2009). The effects of taxes and benefits on household income, 2007/08 

































































40	 State of the nation report: poverty, worklessness and welfare dependency in the UK 
Chapter 4: Poor health and educational 
disadvantage 
In 2010, the health gap, proxied by life expectancy at birth, between those from high 
and low socio-economic backgrounds is wider now than in the 1970s,65 while the gap 
in educational attainment between children from wealthy and deprived backgrounds 
remains high. 
Heath not only influences quality of life directly, 
but can also affect the extent to which people 
are able to participate in the labour market 
and in wider society. Despite growing life 
expectancy, there are many people who continue 
to experience poor physical and mental health, 
and the prevalence of risky behaviours remains 
an issue. Children’s health and well-being appear 
particularly poor relative to other countries. A 
recent report by the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD)66 
suggests that – except for material well-being and 
quality of school life – the UK ranks below the 
middle on most other dimensions and our young 
people rank almost bottom on risky behaviours. 
In terms of education, a child in the UK eligible 
to free school meals is half as likely to achieve 
five or more GSCEs at grade A*–C, including 
English and maths, as a child from a wealthier 
background. In addition, many people in the UK 
are held back because of a lack of skills, with 
qualifications being correlated with stronger 
employment outcomes, higher wages and better 
health. Of the working-age population, 10% 
still have no qualifications, which rises to 24% 
for working-age disabled adults.67 International 
benchmarks suggest that the proportion 
of adults without upper secondary levels of 
qualifications in the UK is above the OECD 
average.68 
Health disadvantage 
Although life expectancy continues to increase,69 
large numbers of people in the UK still suffer 
from poor health outcomes. Around 2.7 million 
adults (6%) aged 16 and over in England report 
having bad or very bad health.70 The number of 
people who report having a long-term health 
condition is around 18 million, of which around 
10 million report suffering from a limiting long-
standing illness.71 Some 32% of disabled people 
report difficulties in accessing goods and services, 
and 22% do not have frequent choice and control 
over their lives. 
65 ONS Longitudinal Study estimates of life expectancy, by social class 1972–2005 
66 OECD, Doing Better for Children, 2009 
67 Labour Force Survey, Quarter 2, 2008 
68 OECD, Education at a Glance 2009 
69 Life expectancy has risen to 77 years for males and 82 years for females, a rise of six and five years respectively over 
25 years. Office for National Statistics (2009) Social Trends No. 39 
70 NHS Information Centre. Health Survey for England, 2008. This figure has fluctuated between 6% and 7% between 
2003 and 2008. Figure provided for 2008 
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Mental health 
There are particular concerns around the 
state of the UK’s mental health, because of the 
profound effect this has on quality of life and 
because over 40% of people claiming health-
related social security benefits cite mental-health 
problems as the reason.72 The overall cost of 
mental illness has been estimated at £77 billion 
a year.73 Several studies show or imply the 
prevalence of mental illnesses, in particular: 
•	�around 6 million (15%) adults aged 16 and 
over have at least one common mental-health 
disorder74 and 3 million adults have symptoms 
severe enough to require treatment;75 
•	�the number of prescription items for anti-
depressant drugs has increased from nine 
million in 1991 to 34 million in 200776 
(although greater availability of drugs and 
better diagnoses will account for some of this 
increase); and 
•	�roughly 1% of the population suffers from a 
severe mental illness like schizophrenia.77 
Alcohol, smoking and drugs consumption 
It is notable that the UK experiences relatively 
high levels of risky behaviours such as alcohol 
consumption, smoking and drug dependency. The 
volumes of alcohol consumption by international 
standards are high (Figure 4.1), and the pattern of 
consumption exacerbates this: 
•	�Around 2.4 million adults regularly drink 
more than double the amount specified by 
NHS guidelines – an average of 78 units per 
week.78 Alcohol consumption has doubled 
over the last 50 years, with nearly a quarter 
of the adult population drinking nearly three-
quarters of all the alcohol consumed in 
England.79 
•	�Around 1.6 million adults are moderately or 
severely dependent on alcohol.80 
•	�Societal harm from alcohol each year includes 
approximately one million incidents of violent 
crime, over 100,000 cases of domestic abuse, 
and over 600 deaths from drink driving,81 
while costs to society are estimated at 
between £17 billion and £22 billion.82 
71 Office for National Statistics. General Lifestyle Survey, 2008 data. Data for 2008 shows 17.8 million reporting long-

term health conditions and 10.4 million reporting suffering from limiting long-standing illness.
�
72 Department for Work and Pensions Tabulation Tool (Incapacity Benefit/Severe Disablement Allowance data, 2009)
�
73 Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health (2003) The economic and social costs of mental illness. Policy Paper 3
�
74 The Clinical Interview Scheduled – Revised, 2007 data. The Clinical Interview Schedule – Revised (CIS-R) is an 

interviewer-administered structured interview schedule covering non-psychotic symptoms in the week prior to 

interview. It can be used to provide prevalence estimates for 14 types of neurotic symptoms, six types of common 

mental disorder, and a continuous scale that reflects the overall severity of neurotic psychopathology. It provides a more 

accurate estimate of the prevalence of common mental disorders in a population than survey-based measures, such as 

the GHQ or SF-36/12.
�
75 McManus, Meltzer, Brugha, Bebbington & Jenkins (2009), Adult psychiatric morbidity in England, 2007. Results of 

a household survey. A survey carried out for The NHS Information Centre for health and social care by the National 

Centre for Social Research and the Department of Health Sciences, University of Leicester.
�
76 Young Foundation (2009) Sinking and Swimming: Understanding Britain’s Unmet Needs, based on Office for National 

Statistics Social Trends data, 2009
�
77 ibid. 
78 According to the NHS guidelines, men should not regularly drink more than 3–4 units a day and women should not 

regularly drink more than 2–3 units a day.
�
79 Department of Health analysis of General Lifestyle Survey, January 2010.
�
80 McManus, Meltzer, Brugha, Bebbington & Jenkins (2009), Adult psychiatric morbidity in England, 2007. Figures in 2007 

were 111,340 incidents of alcohol-related violent crime and 608 deaths from drink driving. 
81 ibid. 
82 From Cabinet Office (2003) Alcohol misuse: how much does it cost? With updated estimates from Home Office and 
Department of Health. Costs from disorder and crime between £8 billion and £13 billion, unemployment and workplace 
sickness £6.4 billion and NHS costs £2.7 billion. 
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•	�British teenagers drink more and earlier 
than their European counterparts, with UK 
15-year-olds more likely to have both drunk 
alcohol and been drunk in the last 12 months 
than the European average (88% and 57% 
compared with 82% and 39% respectively).83 
In terms of drugs and smoking: 
•	�around 3.4% of adults aged 16 and over in 
England are dependent on drugs other than 
alcohol;84 
•	�the problem is particularly acute among 
young adults, with 10.2% of 16–24-year-olds 
dependent on drugs other than alcohol; 
•	�cannabis is the most common drug of 
dependency with 8.7% of 16–24-year-olds 
being dependent on it (2.7% of the overall 
population);85 and 
•	�21% of adults smoke cigarettes.86 



































































Source: World Health Organization Global Information System on Alchol and Health (GISAH), 2008. 2003 data, for adults 
over 15 
83 European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs, 2007. 
84 The NHS Information Centre, Adult psychiatric morbidity in England, 2007. Other drugs of dependency include 
cocaine, heroin and methadone but drugs that are less associated with dependency like LSD, magic mushrooms, etc, are 
not included 
85 ibid. 
86 General Lifestyle Survey 2008 
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Figure 4.2: There is strong drug dependence among adults in England, with addiction concentrated 
among young adults 




















3.4% 4.5% 2.3% 
Source: Understanding the risks of social exclusion across the life course: Families with Children. Social Exclusion Task 
Force, Cabinet Office, 2009 
Obesity 
The UK also suffers from rising levels of obesity: 
•	�around 10 million adults (24.5%) in England 
aged 16 years and over are obese (Figure 4.3), 
up from 14.9% in 1993;87 
•	�of those, 800,000 (2.0%) are morbidly 
obese;88 
•	�around 1.4 million children aged 2–15 years 
(16.0%) are obese, up from 11.7% in 1995;89 
and 
•	�the prevalence of obesity in the UK is much 
greater than the average for OECD countries 
(24.0% versus 16.2%), with only the USA and 
Mexico reporting higher rates in 2006.90 
87	�The NHS Information Centre, Health Survey for England 2008, 2009. 
88 ibid. 
89 ibid. 
90 OECD Health Data 2009. Note that data is only available for 14 of the 30 OECD countries in the sample. 
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Source: NHS Information Centre. Health Survey for England 2008 Trend Tables, 2009 
Children’s health and well-being in the UK 
appears particularly poor relative to other 
countries. A recent OECD report suggests 
that – except for material well-being and quality 
of school life – the UK ranks below the middle 
on other dimensions.91 Our young people rank 
almost bottom on risky behaviours. 
Distribution of health inequalities 
Health problems and diseases are not 
experienced equally. As a recent independent 
report, Fair Society, Healthy Lives, has identified, 
there remain significant and systematic 
differences in health: the poorer and more 
disadvantaged you are, the more likely you are to 
die early and to spend significantly more of your 
shorter life in poor health.92 
•	�In England, people living in the poorest 
neighbourhoods die, on average, seven 
years earlier than people living in the richest 
neighbourhoods. Between the very richest 
and poorest, the gap is even larger.93 
•	�The gap in terms of quality of life, as measured 
by disability-free life expectancy, is greater 
still with the average difference between 
those living in the poorest and richest 
neighbourhoods being 17 years; the gap 
between the very richest and poorest is also 
larger. 
•	�The death rate for females under 75 from 
circulatory diseases in the most deprived 
wards is almost three times higher than in 
the least deprived wards (2.7 times higher for 
men). 
•	�The death rate for females under 75 from 
cancer in the most deprived wards is 1.4 times 
higher than for those in the least deprived 
wards (1.7 for men).94 
In terms of obesity and risky behaviours: 
•	�around 26% of those in routine or manual 
occupations smoke, with 7% being heavy 
smokers, compared with 3% in managerial and 
professional occupations;95 and 
91 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (2009) Doing better for children 
92 The Marmot Review (2010) Fair Society, Healthy Lives. Strategic Review of Health Inequalities in England post-2010 
93 i bid., 2003 data 
94 Mortality by deprivation and cause of death in England and Wales, 1999–2003 (Ester Romeri, Allan Baker and Clare 
Griffiths) in Health Statistics Quarterly 32 (Winter 2006), ONS data for 1999–2003 for England and Wales by the Office 
for National Statistics. A similar link between health and deprivation is observed in other main causes of death, including 
ischaemic heart disease, stroke, all cancers, respiratory diseases, and general accidents 
95	�NHS, information centre, statistics on smoking, England 2009 
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•	�around 34% of those in routine or manual 
occupations are expected to be obese by 2012 
compared with 29% of those in non-manual 
occupations, with the gap expected to widen 
by 2015.96 
These systematic gaps cannot be explained in 
terms of chance or genetics alone. They are 
partly driven by clustering effects. In 2003, 
around 30% of men in social class V reported 
at least two combinations of being smokers, 
drinking alcohol at unsafe levels and having a poor 
diet; this compares with less than 10% of adult 
males from the highest social class.97 
Educational disadvantage and a poor 
start for children 
In the future, the Government may use different 
benchmarks to measure the health of our society 
and the levels of disadvantage within it. Yet it is 
clear that, despite large increases in expenditure 
on education and growth in the proportion of 
children attaining current expected levels of 
educational achievement over the past decade, 
there are still a substantial number of children 
and adults who are not achieving their full 
potential, especially in the most disadvantaged 
communities. Moreover, the UK scores poorly 
on a range of other indicators of child well-
being;98 a recent World Health Organization 
survey showed the UK’s performance on 
social and psychological indicators of child 
health and happiness to be disappointing.99 As 
a consequence, it has been estimated that the 
UK spends a third more than other countries in 
Europe on addressing social problems.100 
Early years 
Social class is strongly associated with levels of 
development in the early years. This is shown 
by research into the 1970 birth cohort where a 
group of children’s ability levels were assessed 
at four points in time. The results imply that 
during primary schooling (around age 6), children 
with low ability (as assessed at 22 months) from 
families in the high Socio Economic Status (SES) 
overtake the children with high ability from 
families in the low SES group (Figure 4.4).101 
This appears to be confirmed by a recent study 
suggesting an emerging social class gap in the 
early years for children born in 2000, although 
recent analysis of qualifications at 16 suggests 
a weakening link between parental income and 
child outcomes at that age.102 
96	�NHS information centre, statistics on obesity, physical activity and diet, England 2010 
97 Department of Health analysis of Health Survey for England 2003, published in Department of Health (2008) Health 
Inequalities: Progress and Next Steps 
98 Bradshaw and Richardson (2009 published online) ‘An Index of Child Wellbeing in Europe’, Child Indicators research 
99 World Health Organisation Regional Office for Europe (2008) ‘Social Cohesion of mental wellbeing among 
adolescents’ WHO/HBSC forum 2007 final report 
100 Aked et al (2009) Backing the Future: ‘Why Investing in Children is Good for us All’, New Economics Foundation 
101 Feinstein (2003) Inequality in the Early Cognitive Development of British Children in the 1970 Cohort, Economica 
Vol.70 
102 Blanden and Machin (2007) Recent Changes in Intergenerational Mobility 
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Source: Feinstein (2003) Inequality in the Early Cognitive Development of British Children in the 1970 Cohort. Economica 

Vol. 70 
Evidence from long-term studies, such as the 
Effective Pre-school and Primary Education 
(EPPE) study, shows that in the early years good-
quality childcare is second only to parenting in 
determining the child’s outcomes – both short 
and long term. Good-quality childcare as well 
as good-quality parenting programmes are 
therefore particularly important for children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and can help 
to narrow gaps in achievement which are still 
visible up to age 10.103 The EPPE study also found 
that the quality of the learning environment of 
the home (where parents are actively engaged in 
activities with children) promotes intellectual and 
social development in all children. 
By international standards, the UK ranks 11th in 
the OECD countries in terms of the percentage 
of the population taking part in early years 
education.104 
Children at primary and secondary school 
There is a clear link between poverty and under-
attainment throughout the education system; 
pupils who are eligible for free school meals have, 
on average, lower attainment than other pupils. By 
the end of Key Stage 2 (end of primary education) 
the chance of a pupil who is eligible for free school 
meals achieving Level 4 in reading, writing and 
maths is almost 1.5 times lower than that of a 
pupil who is not eligible for free school meals.105 
In secondary education, a child eligible to free 
school meals is half as likely to achieve five or more 
GSCEs at grade A*–C, including English and maths, 
than a child from a wealthier background.106 
103 Sylva et al (2008) Final Report from the Primary Phase of the Effective Pre-school and Primary Education (EPPE) 
study, published as DCSF RR061 
104 OECD, Education at a Glance 2009 
105 The percentage of FSM pupils achieving level 4 and above in English and maths is 53%, compared with 76% for 
non-FSM pupils 
106 Department for Children, Schools and Familes Achievement tables, Time series of GCSE achievements by pupil 
characteristics, England 2006–09 
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Source: Department for Children, Schools and Families, Achievement Tables, time series of GCSE achievement by pupil 
characteristics, England 2006–09 
Although the gap in attainment between those 
eligible for free school meals and those who are 
not has narrowed in recent years, it has done so 
only slightly. By 2009, the gap was 23 percentage 
points at Key Stage 2 (with 76% of children 
ineligible for free school meals reaching Level 4 
in English and maths, compared with only 53% 
of children eligible for free school meals) and 
around 28 percentage points at GCSE (54% of 
children ineligible for free school meals obtained 
five or more A*–C grades including English and 
maths, compared with 27% of children eligible for 
free school meals – see Figure 4.5). 
There are also large gaps in attainment in 
terms of the area in which pupils live. Although 
differences have narrowed slightly recently, there 
is still, for example, a 39 percentage point gap 
in gaining five or more A*–C grades at GCSE 
between those living in the most and in the least 
deprived areas. 
Other disadvantaged groups are also falling 
behind, with a growing education gap for children 
in care. While the proportion of children in 
care achieving five GCSEs or equivalent at grade 
A*–C has risen from 8% in 2001 to 14.8% in 
2009 (and to 21% on new data taking in a broader 
range of qualifications), over the same period the 
proportion of all children achieving those grades 
at GCSE has risen from 48% to 70%. The gap has 
therefore widened from 40 percentage points in 
2001 to about 55 percentage points by 2009. 
Pupil achievement is hampered by absence from 
school. The number of persistent absentees fell 
from 273,000 in 2006/07 to 208,000 in 2008/09, 
but there are still relatively high numbers of 
pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds who are 
persistently absent: 
•	�An average of 8% of half days are missed in the 
most deprived areas, compared with 4.6% in 
the least deprived. 
•	�Those known to be eligible for free school 
meals are much more likely to be persistent 
absentees (7.3% versus 2.5% for other pupils 
in 2008/09). 
•	�Of pupils resident in the most deprived areas, 
5.7% are persistent absentees, compared with 
just 1.3% in the least deprived areas. 
•	�Of those with a statement of special 
educational needs (SEN), 9.2% are persistent 
absentees, compared with 2.1% of pupils with 
no identified SEN in 2008/09.107 
107 For all the bullets above, Department for Children, Schools and Families, Achievement Tables, England 2006–09 
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Even more critical than persistent absenteeism is 
the issue of pupils who are permanently excluded 
from school. In 2007/08 there were around 8,100 
permanent exclusions (11 in every 10,000) and 
around 380,000 fixed-period exclusions (5.1% of 
the school population). Children eligible for free 
school meals are around three times more likely 
to receive either a permanent or fixed-period 
exclusion than children who are not eligible. For 
fixed-period exclusions, the rates were 11.6% 
and 4.0% respectively. Black Caribbean pupils 
have consistently been around three times more 
likely than the overall average to be permanently 
excluded and twice as likely to receive fixed-
period exclusions.108 
By international standards, the UK ranks in the 
middle of 18 OECD countries surveyed in terms 
of overall reading achievement of 10-year-olds.109 
For secondary education, the UK ranks 14th out 
of 57 countries in science (behind, for example, 
Finland, Canada, Japan and Germany), 17th in 
reading and 24th in maths.110 
Higher education 
Research shows that individuals with higher 
qualifications are more likely to be employed 
than those with lower qualifications, and once 
in work they earn more on average than similar 
individuals with lower-level skills. 
Participation in higher education is marked by 
socio-economic background. For example: 
•	�fewer than one in five young people from the 
most disadvantaged areas participate in higher 
education compared with more than one in 
two for the most advantaged areas;111 
•	�just 1% of pupils eligible for free school meals 
go on to a Russell Group university, compared 
with 7% of pupils who are ineligible;112 and 
•	�out of the 81,000 pupils eligible for free school 
meals in 2006/07, only 45 went to Oxbridge. 
Adult population 
Despite a growing ‘lifelong learning’ culture 
in the UK, it is clear that there are millions of 
adults who may be regarded as suffering from 
educational disadvantage: 
•	�7.3 million adults in England (24%) lack at least 
a Level 2 qualification, i.e. those academic and 
vocational qualifications, that are equivalent to 
five GCSEs A*–C;113 
•	�those with lower-level skills are less likely to 
receive work-related training through their 
employer, are less likely to participate in 
informal training, and face greater barriers 
to learning, with just 47% of those with no 
qualifications engaging in further learning 
(compared with 97% of those with a higher 
degree);114 and 
•	�3% to 5% of adults lack basic numeracy or 
literacy skills.115 
International benchmarks suggest that 
the proportion of adults without Level 2 
qualifications in the UK is higher than the 
OECD average, and substantially above levels in 
Germany, Sweden and the USA.116 
108 In 2007/08, 0.36% of Black Caribbean pupils were permanently excluded compared with 0.12% of the school 

population as a whole (11.1% versus 5.77% for fixed-period exclusions).
�
109 IEA, PIRLS 2006
�
110 OECD, PISA 2006. It should be noted that the scores of many countries are similar, and therefore rankings should 

not be over-interpreted as many countries have scores that are not statistically different. 

111 HEFCE 2010/03: www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2010/10_03/
�
112 BIS analysis of matched National Pupil Database and HESA student record
�
113 2009 data, Statistical First Release on Post-16 Education & Skills: www.thedataservice.org.uk/statistics/sfrmar10/
�
114 National Adult Learning Survey, Department for Education and Skills (2006) Research Report 815
�
115 Estimates for 2002–03, Skills for Life Survey. The survey is currently being updated.
�
116 OECD (2009) Education at a glance
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Chapter 5: Families and communities 

There are severe problems in the UK today related to family breakdown, low levels of 







































































Figure 5.1: The proportion of children being born outside of marriage has risen from under 5% in 
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Figure 5.5: Proportion of children experiencing behavioural problems at age five by family structure 
















































































































































Source: Kiernan and Mensah, 2010 Partnership trajectories, parent and child wellbeing in Hansen, Joshi and Dex, Children 

of the 21st Century: the first five years. 
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Concentrations of disadvantage in communities
Deprived areas are identified using the Index 
of Multiple Deprivation, which is a summary 
measure of area disadvantage based on 
indicators of employment, income, crime, health, 
education, housing and environment. This shows 
that disadvantage is consistently concentrated in 
a number of neighbourhoods, many clustered in 
urban areas (Figure 5.6). In particular:
• 50% of all children living in families reliant 
entirely on benefits and 42% of people out of 
work for mental health reasons live in the 20% 
most deprived neighbourhoods;
• 27% of lone parents out of work are found in 
the 10% most deprived neighbourhoods; and
• there is a correlation between individuals 
with multiple disadvantages and deprived 
areas. Around two out of five people who 
experience five or more disadvantages are 
concentrated in the 10% most deprived 
neighbourhoods.166 The greater the number 
of disadvantages, the more likely individuals 
are to be concentrated in the most deprived 
areas.
Figure 5.6: English Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007
166 Based on selected disadvantage indicators using the Annual Population Survey, and Index of Multiple Deprivation 
2007 (LSOA level).
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Chapter 6: Multiple disadvantage 

In 2010, multiple disadvantage remains a significant problem in the UK with 5.3 million 










































Prevalence of multiple disadvantage 





in	the	wrong	direction.	The	Opportunity for All	 
report	suggests	that	around	40%	of	indicators	 
have	not	moved	in	a	positive	direction	in	recent	 












Figure 6.1: Over 60% of indicators of disadvantage have shown either no progress or a deterioration 


























































































Figure 6.2: Children from multiply disadvantaged families are much more likely to be multiply 






































Source: Understanding the risks of social exclusion across the life course: Families with Children. Social Exclusion Task 
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